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Sir Heifter Ryley: 


WITH OTHER 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 





Monday O€tober 2 2, 





1710. 





From my Little Clofet in the Great 
Parlour, St. James's, O&ober 20. 


S I was reading over fome 
Manufcripts juft brought 
to me, which related to the 


glorious Actions of a great 
Princefs, my Servant came in and 
told me that a Perfon of a venerable 
Afpeét ftay’d without to fee fome 
Statues | had in my Garden. I or- 
dered him to convey the Gentleman 
where he wanted to go, and foon 
after I followed my fell and found 
him very intent in viewing one par- 
ticular Figure. Looking upon him, 
he ask’d me how long that fine Piece 
of Marble had ftood there, and by 
what Artift it was fram’d, as having 
fuch an Air of Humility exprefs'd din 
the form of it. I told him, as for 


the time of its ftanding I could not 
exactly inform him, unlefs I fearched 





the Records ; neither did I know the 
Name of the Artift. But he might 
read the Infcription, if time had not 
defac’d it; whichI believed it had 
fo far obfcur’d, that his Sight was too 
dim to difcern the Characters per- 
fe&tly. However (fiid I) here is an 
Interpreter, he'll perform that Of. 
fice for you ; which was done upon 
his Requeft. This Statue (fays the 
Interpretcr)reprefents a Hefoe, who 
ftanding asa Candidate one Day for 
the Royal Dignity, and being chofé 
by the Voice of the People, he de- 
f{cended from his Place, and made a 
fine Harangue to the Multitude, 
wherein he exprefs’'d how fenfible 
he was of the great Honour they had 
done him. Burt contrary to Expeéta- 
tion he faw another Candidate of 
greatér Merit than himfelf, and there- 
fore turning about, he pleaded for 
his Competitor in a more eloquent 
Speech ; fhewing how far it tended 
to 
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totheir Advanrage to excufe him, 
and make choice of a Perfon much 
more worthy ; adding,that the Care 
of a Kingdom appeared to be fo nice 
and intricate a Point, that it was a 
Dury incumbent upon them to lay 
afide all refpeéts of Favour, and have 
only in View a due regard to the 
Qualifications of the »Party. And 
when the Peop) -cryd out again to 
have him fer on the Throne, he was 
the more carne(t to be excufed ; and 
in the Conclution of his Speech he 
declared, that no Arguments fhould 
prevail upon him to accept of fuch 
a high Dignity in the State, wherein 
he was convine'd it would not aug- 
ment, but rather.diminifh the Glory 
of his Country. At another time 
this great Man, in his Travels a- 
broad, having by his Sagaciry ap- 
peafed a Tumult in the Dominions 
of a certain Emperor, two Counfel- 
lors of State were fent by his Impe- 
rial Majefty to return him Thanks 
for that fignal piece of Service done 
to the Publick : But the brave Hero's 
Reply was, Prefent me to your So- 
vereign, and tell him, that the beft 
of my Services are not worthy of his 
Regard. 
humane Honour put the Emperor 
to the Charge of erecting this noble 
Statue in perpetual Memory of him ; 
and it is eltcemed one of the 
largeft and beft Figures inthe World. 
Not long fince a noble Peer came 
from a Foreign Country on purpofe 
to view it, who faid, the Univerfe 
could not produce a greater Curio- 
fity. The Interpreter having ended 
the Defcription, he would have car- 


This gallant Difdain of 


ricd the Gentleman to Images of 
another Form ; ftay (faid he) give 
me leave to ruminate a little on what 
l have feen, and what! am now to 
learn from this Example. Then he 
turned about tome, and fiid, Oh, 
Sir Heijier! you are certainly the 
moft happy, in that you can at all 
times be walking amidit the Monu- 
ments of Vertue, and reading over 
Lefions worthy theContemplation of 
the wifett and braveft of Princes. 
Humility (fays he) is a Regent Star, 
that glitters in the Firmament, and 
draws the Eyes of the Beholder into 
Admiration. The Pleafure I have 
received leads me only to the Curio- 
lity Of viewing one Statue more, 
which | have juit caft my Eye upon, 
and defire to be informed whom it 
reprefents. The Interpreter told him, 
that tho’ it was but a fmall Figure, 
yet it was of great Worth ; for it was 
the Image of a beautiful Virgin, who 
when her Hono’ was attacked by 
a Ruthan, as fhe sate in a Garden of 
Flowers, playing upon the Viol, did 
in an humble Manner intreat the 
Tempter to takea few Turns in the 
next Walk, and by that time he 
came again fhe fhould be prepared. 
But upon his Return fhe had wrap'd 
her Garments about her in a decent 
Manner, and with a Greatnefs of 
Soul, which cannot be exprefs’d, 
threw her felfdown a deep Precipice, 
and in that very Moment expired. 
However,there isto be perceived a 
Blemifh, which cafts a Darknefs up- 
onthis Figure ; and that is, a Crofs 
cut at the bottom of it, in token that 
in one thing fhe was blame worthy, 

in 
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in flying inftantly to Death for Suc- 
cour, 





Fox-Hall, O&tober 21. 


Am often times in my moft ferious 

‘Thoughts at a ftand whar‘fort of 
People to acquainr my felf with. 
Men of much Bufinefs bend their 
Minds on fecular Affairs, that ts the 
Scope of their'Ambition ; they ftudy 
not hne Language, nor fearch into 
the Secrets of Nature, with thofe I 
cannot converfe roAdvantage,nor yet 
with the Ambitious. 1] have as little 
Hopes to prevail with the Women ; 
for they have no regard to any thing 
but to drefs and adorn the Body ; fo 
that fometimes I think wholly to 
dwell within my felf ; more efpeci- 


ally when I fee Men of Reafon lead 


avery odd kind of Life, mingling 
together Gallantry and Study, the 
Love of Learning and that of Va- 
nity, Charity and Injuftice ; glory- 
ing to appear devout to Day, and 
vitious to Morrow. Whatcan be 
thought of a Man who in the Mor- 
ning holds up his Head in a divine 
Manner to the Face of Heaven. and 
inthe Evening is glewed down to 
the Earch by Senfuality ! Ihave fre- 
quently obferved fome put on the 
Velture of Religion, and walk about 
with that folemn Mantle in a gay 
Humour, in Purfuir of Pride and 
Oftentation. 1 think it is impoflible 
for a well fix'd Judgment to be wa- 
vering inthe Fancy. . ‘This Mixture 
of contrary Actions draws the unwa- 


ry from their Firmnefs, trapans the 
Mind with fofe Allurements and. fly 
Pomifes. ‘Thus when Vice has got 
the Soul into an Ambufh, it plays 
with the Man, and lets him. take 
fome Turns in the Paths of Vertue, 
bur fon calls him back by a trifling 
Enjoyment. How neccflary there- 
fore is it for a Prudent Perfon to bes 
always upon his Guard. and not 
venture on rafh Combats, where in- 
ftead of Viétory, he betrays the 
Weaknefs of his own Force and 
Conduct. 





The following Epiftle came to me 
fealed up with Black Wax, I fup- 
pofe the Author of it is in deep 
Mourning for the Vices of his Chil, 
dren. 


STR, 
Am very unfortunate in being, 
the Father of the Fair Sex; my 

Fate has proved in that refpect ve- 

ry unlucky. I have two Daugh- 

ters, Focafta and Manto; the for- 
mer has given away her Virginity 
toa Stranger, with whom fhe con- 
verfes every Day, and beftows up- 
on him very plentifully the Flower 
of her Youth and Beauty. This 
unhappy Accident even breaks my 

Wifé’s Heart: She weeps Night 

and Morning, and throws her felf 

into dead Swoons ; butthat which 
heightens our Sorrow is, jult now 
upon the writing of this Letter, 

News was brought me, that Manpo, 

whom | had newly married toa 

* wealthy, 
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wealthy Merchant, has proved fo 

lewd, that her Husband has put 

heraway. Il account it an inglo- 

rious thing to be the Parent of two 

fuch infamous Women, and am 

fo fartranf{ported by my Paitlion, 

that I cannor refrain telling every 

Body I meet with, of my Misfor- 

tune. Pray fend me your Advice 

how I fhall difpofe of thefe Wan- 

tons. I would have them ftarved 

between two Walls, bur their Mo- 

ther tells me it is better to let them 

run out their Race ; for when they 

are tir'd they Ilreturn home. ‘The 

Reproaches I fhall fuffer upon 
their Account I fear will be a Bur-~ 
then too heavy to bear. What if 
l committed them to your Cuftody 

and ftri€t way of living? Perhaps 

a Confinement to a clofe Study, 
and much Intention of Thought 

may take off their Minds from 

wandering, and bring them into a 

chafte Courfe. But the worft chat 

lapprehend of their not returning 

is, they fay, What is bred in the 

Bone, will never out of the Flefh. In- 

deed Age has chill'd my Nature, 

and I can no longer take Enjoy- 

ment in that Crime ; an Offence 

which I fee now, though late, ap- 

pears in athoufand ugly Deformi- 

ties. Publifh this Letter at my 

Requeft, as a Monitor to Old and 

Young ; who knows what Impulie 

it may make upon the Licentiouf- 

nefs of the Age, wherein all Com- 

* plexions, without Diftinétion, {plit 

‘ upon this fatal Rock. 
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The following Epiftle was fene 
me from a Gentleman,who I fuppofe 
defigns to go Partners with me now 
my \Vorks begin to pleafe the Talte 
of the TTown, for he is mighty com- 
plaifant, and {peaks very handfomly 
of my Writings. 

STR, 

, Y OUR Turns of Wit in moft 
of your Papers ‘trike at the 

Vicesand not the Offender; and 

muft doubtlefs be of a univerfal 
* Advantage, as long as you forbear 
*fuch Private Injuries to Peoples 
* Characters, as fome Authors mi- 
* ftake for the true Method of plea- 
* fing. Never was a Paper better 
* cultivated for the Satisfaction of 
* the Townthan Sir Heiffer Rviey’s. 
* We fee the Sharpnefs of the Moral 
* through the Finenefs of the Fancy, 
* and forgive our being wounded by 
* the Keennefs of the Lines, whiilit 
* we are agreeably delighted by the 
* humour of the Thought. A Man 
* cannot read your Works too often; 
* if you continue fo to pleafe, the 
World will ftill continue to admire 
the Gaiety of your Stile. It is the 
* moft of my Butlinefs ro go about 
* and applaud you, and where-ever 
* I meet with any who attack you, 
and fay you are quite fuper-annua- 
* ted, I tellthem, though you are 
* very old to look upon, yet your 
Mind retains the full Strength of 
its former Beauties, and ic improv- 
ing more and more by Experience 
* every Day. 
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